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rx A user interface for use with a computer system, said user 
interface comprising: 

selecting rrte^ns for selecting from a list of predetermined 
applications and outpt*tting a selection signal; 

a conflict map contaih^mg a list of conflicts between the list 
of predetermined applications /^nd 

conflict checking means, couplbd to the selecting means and 
the conflict map, for receiving the selection signal, determining 
from the selection signal and the conflict mapi whether a potential 
conflict could occur, and outputting a displ^v message if a 
determination is made that a potential conflict coulcNoccur. 



1 2. The user interface of claim 1, wherein said selecting 

2 means comprises a remote control, said user interface further 

3 comprises: 

4 an input device interface, for receiving signals from the 

5 remote control and converting the signals from the remote control 

6 into command signals. 



- 38 - 



Atty. Docket No 0908-CE 



PATENT 



v 



1 

2 

5 
6 



^3 . The user interface of claim 2, wherein said remote control 
comprises an infrared remote control and said input interface 
device f\irther comprises: 

converting means for converting infrared remote control 
signals to USB signals, said converting means receiving an infrared 
remote control signal, determining context of use of the infrared 
remote control signal, and generating a corresponding USB signal to 
communicate the infrared remote control signal to an intended 
device . 
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4. A method of selecting among a predetermined plurality of 
applications to run on a computer system for presentation on a 
display screen, comprising the st\ps of: 

selecting from a list of predetermined applications and 
outputting a selection signal, 

receiving the selection signal atod determining from the 
selection signal and a conflict map containing a list of conflicts 
between the list of predetermined application^ whether a potential 
conflict could occur, and 

outputting a display message if a determination is made that 
a potential conflict could occur. 
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1 5. The method of claim 4, wherein said step of outputting a 

2 display message further comprises the step of: 

3 prompting a user to select another application if a 

4 determination is made that a potential conflict could occur. 

1 NNSSS \ T ' ie met ^ 1 ° C ^ accor ding to claim 5, further comprising the 
JZr steps of: 

$| determining whether a television or a computer monitor has 

4l been connected to the computer system, and 

M selecting laardware in a video output device in the computer 

fig system to engage alternate video ports to produce a optimal quality 
output in response tcksaid determining step. 

% f 7. A method for selecting one of at least two predetermined 

2 device application modes in a television set-top system, comprising 

3 the steps of : \. 

4 selecting a first device applicatioKmode from a predetermined 

5 menu of device application modes, which menk includes at least two 

6 such predetermined device application modes, \^ 

7 determining whether a second of said at\least two such 

8 predetermined device application modes is active, and 
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1 8. The method according to claim 7, further comprising the 

2 step of: 

3 halting the second of said at least two such predetermined 

4 device application modes upon initiation of the first device 
application mode. 

-.iter 

py 9. The method according to claim 7, further comprising the 

& step of : 

minimizing the second of said at least two such predetermined 

M device application modes upon initiation of the first device 

y application mode. 

1 10. The method according to claim 7, further comprising the 

2 step of : 

3 presenting images relating to the second of said at least two 

4 such predetermined device application modes in a selected window. 
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11. The method according to claim 10, wherein said selected 
window is subordinated in a web browser environment . 



12. The method according to claim 11, further comprising the 
step of : 

presenting a control panel for setting operating parameters 
for the second of said at least two such predetermined device 
application modes within a selected window. 



13. The method according to claim 7, wherein step of 
selecting comprises the step of selecting with a remote control 
device . 



14. The method according to claim 7, wherein step of 
selecting comprises the step of selecting through an on-screen 
emulation of a remote control device. 



15. The method according to claim 7, wherein said step of 
selecting is made by clicking a mouse over an active portion of a 
screen image of a control panel image. 
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16. NsA set-top system comprising:. 

a television for producing images according to one or. more 
application modes\ 

a device in commiftqJ_cation with said television, said device 
containing circuitry for implementing at least two predetermined 
application modes; and X. 

a controller for selecting an application mode, 

wherein said device is conf igurea\to determine activation 
status of at least a single non-selected application mode when a 
particular other activation mode is selected. 




■3^7. The set-top system of claim 16, wherein said controller 
further composes a selecting means f or^s^ALecting from a list of 
predetermined app3>ications and outputfing jfi selection signal, and 
said controller furfck^r comprises 

a conflict map contaihi^ig a list of conflicts between the 
list of predetermined application-^; and 

conflict checking means, coupled the selecting means 
and the conflict map, for receiving the sfej^ection signal, 
determining from the selection signal and the cbnflict map 
whether a potential conflict could occur, and outputting a 
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\8 . The set-top system of claim 17, wherein said selecting 
means comprises a remote control, said user interface further 
comprises :\ 

an inputV device interface, for receiving signals from the 
remote control a^d converting the signals from the remote control 
into command signaPs. 

19. The set-top system of claim 18, wherein said remote 
control comprises an infrared remote control and said input 
interface device further comprises: 

converting means for convert\ng infrared remote control 
signals to USB signals, said convert ingNneans receiving an infrared 
remote control signal, determining context of use of the infrared 
remote control signal, and generating a corresponding USB signal to 
communicate the infrared remote control signal to an intended 
device. \ 
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20. A computer readable computer program product expressed in 
a selected^qomputer readable medium, comprising: 

a first coniputer code mechanism for selecting a first device 
application mode rbom a predetermined menu of device application 
modes, which menu incrtides at least two such predetermined device 
application modes; ^x 

a second computer code rnis^chanism for determining whether a 
second of said at least two such predetermined device application 
modes is active; and x. 

a third computer code mechanism fo^v initiating television 
presentation of activities relating to s^d first device 
application mode. x. 



